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This presentation draws on my 
collaboration with Julian Jamison, 
Joy Lawn, Sonbol Shahid-Salles and 
Jelka Zupan.  Ken Hill and Cindy 
Stanton have contributed much to my 
thinking and to the literature.
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Three Conceptual Problems 
with DALYs

1. DALYs ignore stillbirths
2. The loss function has an abrupt 

discontinuity
3. By construction, the DALY loss from a 

death at age 1 day must be close to 
that from a death at age 20 years (for 
any reasonable values of r and k)
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